122   THE STRUCTURE OF THE NOVEL
of all three, to use M. Fernandez's term, is the idea of society; but in Vanity Fair that idea is " suggested by the concrete representation," and is revealed by it "as it were transparently"; whereas in The New Macchiavelli and The Forsyte Saga "the representation is determined by the idea, or at least exhibited according to an ideal and abstract line." To Mr Wells and Mr Galsworthy society is essentially an abstract conception, not an imaginative reality; they do not recreate society, therefore, in their novels; they merely illustrate it, or rather their ideas about it. Thackeray sets his characters going, he exhibits them continuously "in a present not verbal but psychological," and at the end a picture of society has sprung up before our eyes. But to Mr Wells and Mr Galsworthy society is there full grown as an idea at the beginning; it is not created by the characters, rather it creates them; but at the same time it is always beyond them, exists as a thing in itself, and cannot be adumbrated completely except by employing the arts of "exposition and persuasion." This also means, to refer to M. Fernandez again, that psychologically the events "have taken place" already; the thing